Free software:

· eSword.net, 

· NET Bible, 

· OnLine Bible

Software resources: 

· PC Study Bible, 

· Neilson’s Bible Software, 

· WordSearch, 

· Pradis: The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, 

· Master Christian Library

eBooks I use most often:

· PC Study Bible

NKJV

NIV

NASB

KJV

New Living

Barnes Commentary

Adam Clarke’s

Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown commentary

Matthew Henry’s Commentary

Wycliffe Bible Commentary  

Strong’ Concordance

Vines Bible Dictionary

Nave’s Topical Bible

Englishman’s Concordance (search)

Treasury of Scripture Knowledge (xref)

Vincent’s New Testament Word Studies

Robertson’s New Testament Word Studies

· WordSearch 7

Bible Knowledge Commentary

J. Vernon McGee’s Thru the Bible

· The Expositor’s Bible Commentary


How to Study the Bible

Presenter: Pastor Ray Smith, 

Clear Lake Baptist Church, Lakeport (707) 263-3256

I. Introduction

Ever wanted to dig deep into God’s word but didn’t know how? Maybe you thought that deep Bible study was only for pastors and teachers. Come learn some simple techniques and get free tools to help you learn more about God’s word.

II. Principles of Bible interpretation

A. No Interpretation according to “Ray” (2 Peter 1:20-21 “knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation,   21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.”)

B. Use literal approach 

III. Understand Bible’s literature types

A. Prose

1. History

2. Law

3. Allegory

4. Parables

B. Poetry

C. Prophecy

IV. Textual Studies

A. Following the text

B. Looking at context

C. Moving systematically through a book, chapter by chapter, verse by verse, phrase by phrase

V. Topical Studies

A. Looking at all the passages that deal with the subject.

B. Looking up the contexts of each passage to make sure it actually deals with the subject

VI. Read the passage several times in multiple translations

A. Rely on mainstream translations

1. Translation (KJV, NKJV, ASV, RSV)

2. Transliteration (NIV)

B. Use paraphrases like commentaries

VII. Look up words in Strong’s and Vines

A. Do a word study 

B. Strong’s is a dictionary with a number scheme

C. Vines is a dictionary of word usage with definitions

VIII. Look at context

A. Immediate context

B. Context of the chapter

C. Context of the book

D. Context of the Bible

IX. Use cross referencing

A. Tools available: Study bibles, reference Bible, word searches, Strong’s, Englishman’s.

B. Follow chains

X. Ask questions that can be answered from the text

A. What is each passage saying

B. Are there difficulties to resolve

C. Are there apparent contradictions 

D. Are other passages clearer

E. Are you understanding the passage rightly

XI. Journal your conclusions

A. Use a notebook

B. Underline texts that are of particular blessing.

XII. Check your conclusions with reliable commentators

A. Resources: Single volume commentaries, multiple volume commentary, software

B. Matthew Henry, Adam Clarke, Barnes, Believer’s Bible Commentary

XIII. Research places, Look up places on map

A. Encyclopedia: “Illustrated Encyclopedia of Bible Facts”

B. Dictionary: “Zondervan’s Pictorial Bible Dictionary”

C. Maps: “New Bible Atlas”, “Atlas of the Bible”

XIV. Research people

A. Books – “In Paul’s Shadow: Friends and Foes of the Great Apostle”

B. eBooks – “Every Man in the Bible”, “Every Woman in the Bible”

XV. Consult an interlinear Bible or parallel Bible

XVI. Look for ways to apply passage to your life

A. Only one interpretation

B. Many applications

XVII. Conclusion


. Study Philippians 2 or Colossians 2 using the Journaling Method


How to Study the Bible - Worksheet

A. Study Philippians 2 or Colossians 2 using the SPECS method

1. Sins to forsake

2. Promises to claim

3. Examples to follow

4. Commands to obey

5. Stumbling blocks to avoid

6. As a result of my study I will…


B. Study Philippians 2 or Colossians 2 using the SMAD method

1. What does the passage Say?

2. What does the passage Mean?

3. How does the passage Apply to me?

4. What will I Do as a result of studying this passage? 


C. Study Phil 2 or Colossians 2 using the Questions method
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