Ephesians
I. Author and Date

II. Background and setting

Acts 18:26 “So he began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Aquila and Priscilla heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.”
1 Tim 1:3 “As I urged you when I went into Macedonia -- remain in Ephesus that you may charge some that they teach no other doctrine,”
1 Tim 1:4 “nor give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which cause disputes rather than godly edification which is in faith.”
1 Tim 4:3 “forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth.”
1 Tim 1:20 “of whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I delivered to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme.”

Rev 2:1-7 “"To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, 'These things says He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands:  2 "I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them liars;  3 and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name's sake and have not become weary.  4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love.  5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place -- unless you repent.  6 But this you have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7 "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God."”
III. Historical and Theological themes

Gal 3:13-14 “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree"), 14 that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.”
IV. Simple Outline

A. Salutation (1:1-2)

B. God’s purpose for the church (1:3-3:13)

C. God’s fullness for the church (3:14-21)

D. God’s plan for faithful living in the church (4:1-6)

E. God’s Son endows and builds the church (4:7-16)

F. God’s pattern and principles for members of his church (4:17-32)

G. God’s standard for faithfulness in the church (5:1-12)

H. God’s standard for authority and submission in the church (5:22-6:9)

I. God’s provision for his Children’s spiritual battles (6:10-17)
J. God’s appeal for prayer in the church (6:18-20)
K. Benediction (6:21-24)
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